
Enjoy the remainder of your 
summer. 

Good shooting... 

I have missed the Spring issue of 
Capture Canada but thought that 
a Summer edition...even if it is a 
little late...would be the next best 
thing. I just don’t know where the 
time goes but I tried to spend as 
much of it as possible out and 
about with my camera. 

Great year for the photographer 
in Alberta! In the five years I’ve 
been here, I don’t remember a 
summer where it was so green.  

Items of interest over the past 
few months are several new 
lenses from Sigma. They include 
an 8-16mm wide, 17-50mm f2.8 
fast normal and an 85mm f1.4. 

All worked well and provide 
many of the photos in this edition 
of the newsletter. 

Spots of interest include Tofield, 
Rimbey and the badlands around 
Drumheller. 

I am looking forward to later sun-
rises, earlier sunsets and an op-
portunity to capture images of 
this year’s fall harvest. 

Planned trips are to Nakusp 
which is in the Kootenay area of 
British Columbia. Mountain gran-
deur, lots of wildlife, great fishing 
and time around the campfire 
with the family. 
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For a number of years I have 
been involved with a diverse 
group of photographers that met 
Thursday evenings for coffee 
and the opportunity to share a 
few of our favourite images. This 
year we decided to enter our 
images for exhibition as a group 
under the title of 360GRIT. This 
title sums up the great circle of 

experience resulting from seven 
individuals with combined photo 
experience of over 150 years 
and the tenacity with which the 
group goes after images. A more 
diverse group would be hard to 
find. 

Come enjoy a few of our images 
on display at the Northern Jubi-

lee Auditorium, Kassa Gallery, 
between Sept. 25th and Oct. 
2nd, 2011. 

A total of 37 photographers will 
be presenting 57 images in this 
competition and exhibition. 
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The 2011 McBain Camera workshop calendar 
continues to grow as additional workshops are 
added. 

Additional instructors have come on line to en-
sure that all those interested in photography 
workshops will find something to their liking. 
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2011 Workshops, Field Trips & Tours ��

Variable ND Filter ��

Off to the Rodeo ��

More Panorama Photos ��

Contact RG Photography ��

Life on the Prairies ��
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Don’t miss the great early morning and 
late evening photo opportunities, plan your 
day around them. 



I may be unusual but one 
of the most frequent prob-
lems I run into about this 
time of year is reducing 
the amount of light in my 
images. That’s right, there 
is just too much light! 

If you are looking for a 
way to reduce the volume 
of light to capture a longer 
time exposure, the Fader 
ND filter is just what the 
doctor ordered. Instead of 
carrying a variety of ND 
filters, the Fader ND pro-
vides a wide range of 
densities using only a 
single filter. I found the 2-
8 stop range provided by 
this filter to meet most of 
my requirements. 

There is nothing difficult 
about using the Fader 
ND. Once it is mounted 
on your lens, you can use 
the markings on the front 
element to set the desired 
reduction. However, I 
found that I simply set the 
filter by looking through 
the viewfinder and ob-
serving the reduction of 
light. There is no right or 
wrong way, simply use 
the method that is most 
convenient for you. 

Needless to say, A TRI-
POD IS ABSOLUTELY 
NECESSARY. Very few 
people are able to shoot 
handheld at shutter 
speeds lower than 1/60 of 
a second. I prefer to use 
a wired shutter release so 
that I can shoot heads up 
and avoid any possible 
issues between the tripod 
and passers by. Don’t 
forget to shield the view-
finder to prevent light 
entering here and effect-
ing exposure. 

Good shooting... 
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Visualizing the end result is 
required to ensure correct 
exposure when taking the 
photograph.  

Thunderstorm building over 
canola fields just north of 
Edmonton AB. 

This 30 second exposure was also captured using the Fader ND filter. 
Long time exposures also require a good quality tripod and a remote 
shutter release. 

During the 30 second exposure in the image above, a dozen people 
came down the escalator a group of four went up. They were not in one 
place long enough to register and as a result the escalator looks 
empty. Great technique for eliminating people in your images. 



I am sure that almost any 
season is “rodeo season” 
here in Alberta. The begin 
in March and wrap up 
with the Canadian Finals 
in November.  

Small town rodeos are, in 
my opinion, the most en-
tertaining and provide the 
best opportunity to cap-
ture some great images. 
The people are friendly 
and the participants are 
everyday folk who have 
been bitten by the rodeo 
bug.  

Early in the season you 
are likely to encounter 
wet weather and the re-
sulting prairie mud. How-
ever the weather is 
changeable and waiting 
for the perfect photo 
weather can result in 
missed opportunities.  

All my images begin in 
colour but I believe the 
essence of the rodeo is 
best show in black and 
white. There are a variety 
of ways to convert from 
black and white to colour 
so I will leave that aspect 
to individual choice. 

I prefer to have two cam-

era available, one with a 
wide angle (17-50mm f2.8 
Sigma) in this case and 
one with a 70-200mm 
f2.8. A Black Rapid strap 
allows me to carry one on 
the shoulder while the 
other is managed by a 
wrist strap. Aperture prior-
ity works best for me 
when using two cameras 
but manual rules when 
using one only. 

The images in this edition 
were taken at the 2011 
Rimbey Rodeo.  

 

developing a portfolio of 
panoramic images is 
much easier and still un-
usual enough that the 
attract attention. 

This issues image was 
capture with five(5) im-
ages taken with the cam-
era handheld, a skill that 
improves with practice.  

A tripod is still a good 
investment. 

Perhaps it is my love of 
wide angle lenses that 
pushed me to explore the 
opportunities of pano-
rama photography. What-
ever the reason, it contin-
ues to be something that 
more frequently finds it’s 
way into my scenic 
shoots. 

With today’s much im-
proved stitching software, 
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A merge of five(5) images captured on a Canon XT using a 
Sigma 17-50mm f2.8 lens. Panoramas are often best for 
capturing detail in large facilities like the Tyrrell Museum. 



Robert Goerzen is an Edmonton, Alberta based 
photographer and principal of RG Photography. 
 
While taking photographs provides much pleasure, 
Robert is delighted to share his photo experience 
with others. He does this by conducting workshops, 
leading field trips and accepting speaking engage-
ments with organizations that encourages and pro-
motes photography. 
 
Understanding basic photographic techniques is the 
most important aspect of today’s digital photogra-
phy. The more things change, the more they stay 
the same is totally relevant to today’s photography 
and the key to photographic success. 
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1108 2908-109 Street 
Edmonton, AB 
T6J 7J5 

Phone: 780-903-6454 
Email: robert@rgphotography.ca 

terested in forming part of a 
future photographic display. 
Individuals that would be will-
ing to share their experiences 
and be willing to sit for photo-
graphs in exchange for an 
image of themselves or their 
properties. 

If you would like to discuss 
options with me, please con-
tact me using the contact in-
formation provided in this 
newsletter or on the website. 

Have any suggestions? I continue  looking for places 
and people that reflect both 
the past and present of life on 
the prairies. I am also looking 
for people who would be in-

The above image was taken in 
Rimbey, Alberta. Rodeos provide 
great photo opportunities. 
 
The image on the right was taken at 
Stettler, AB 
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