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One of the benefits of selecting
the right camera is that you will
usually have it with you when
that once in a lifetime photo op
occurs.

Is there a single camera that will
satisfy all our photographic re-
quirements?

For me there is not single cam-
era. | use a Canon 1D series of
camera for business related and
photographic specific outings.
However, this camera is too
large and heavy to carry with me
all the time. Enter the Panasonic
GF-1 micro 4/3rds series.

The GF-1 feels very similar to the
Voigtlander range finder that
originally tweaked my interest in
photography.

There is a group of photogra-
phers who try to put together a
photo shoot at least once a
month.

Notice of outings will be listed in
the News section of RG Photog-
raphy’s website under the Al-

+

Getting the Right Exposure
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Abstract Thinking

Winter Photography

Winter Field Trips

Is there still a place for B & W

Life on the Prairies

With the 20mm 1.7 lens it is a
great street shooter and there
are zoom lenses available for
those who are not familiar with
having to physically move to
frame their image. | believe the
ability to zoom has not been
beneficial to increasing creative
images. In fact, having to physi-
cally move to frame can lead to
expanding your photographic
comfort zone.

Besides great single images, the
GF-1 is capable of producing HD
quality video although it is miss-
ing stereo sound. When [ initially
connected the camera to an HD
television, | was absolutely blown
away by the quality. That said,
this is one area where the 20mm
lens would probably not be the

berta Photo Rovers title. These
are informal outings. Beginning
from McBain Camera’s 107th
Avenue store, they have a spe-
cific destination.

There are no dues, no meetings,
no instruction, no specific atten-
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From the Friday Morning Breakfast
series. Panasonic GF-1 w/20mm
1.7 lens. The ideal always with you
camera.

best choice. When time permits |
will give the 14-45mm lens a try.

The ideal carry everywhere cam-
era? Certainly is for me.

dance requirements and no spe-
cific photographic obligations.
Just a simple outing to capture
images of Alberta.

No prerequisites, simply show up
and spend as much time as you
like.
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2010 Mastering Your Digital Camera work-
shops are well received and booking
quickly.

Winter Field Trips to begin in February.




Getting the exposure right is
important to ensure that you
snow is white.

Slipped around the corner to
get out of the wind and there it
was! Abstract thinking.
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One of the most frequent
problems with exposure is
shooting snow scenes.
Common issues are that
the snow looks blue or
that all detail in the snow
scene is lost.

The problem is with the
way the camera meas-
ures exposure. Generally
the camera see every-
thing as neutral gray.
When metering the snow,
the camera thinks you are
trying to photograph a
grey itemin brighter light
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On our way to Donalda
we passed Meeting Creek
and immediately knew
that we would be stopping
there on the way home.

While this was a fall
shoot, Meeting Creek
would be a wonderful
destination at any time of
year.

While the images cap-
tured were in colour, a
number of them were

converted to black and
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Photographers are not
the only ones that think in
the abstract.

An interesting afternoon
shoot can be centered
around “abstracts.”

Abstracts can include
unusual exposures, un-
usual angles, camera
movement during expo-
sure and even capturing
abstract images created

and underexposes you're
your shot.

The easiest way to com-
pensate is to set the ex-
posure compensation on

the camera from +1 to +2.

The other option is to
meter using an 18% gray
card. Make sure the light
falling on the card is the
same as on the subject
and fill the frame. Lock in
this exposure (manual
mode easiest) then com-
pose and take your shot.
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Meeting Creek Alberta

by others.

As shown in the adjacent
image, it can be some-
thing as unusual as the
word RIDE written verti-
cally on the back door of

a bicycle shop. It can also

include modifications to
existing signs as in the
image on the right.

Colour or B&W...your
choice.

Opting for an incident
light meter is also an op-
tion. This meter measure
the actual light falling on
the subject and is not
influenced by the high
reflectivity of the snow.

Shooting in RAW will al-
low exposure compensa-
tion in post processing.

Overexposure will dimin-
ish details in your snow
scene so bracketing is
often an good option.

Good shooting....

white to capture the es-
sence of this site.

Located south of Cam-
rose on highway 56 it is
an easy drive. The Battle
River area is very appeal-
ing and | believe a num-
ber of Spring outings will
be heading this way.

Morning and evening best
if you want to explore the
Battle River valley.

Using existing signs to make a
political statement...interesting.
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Before you venture out to
capture those Winter im-
ages, there are a few
things to consider.

First and foremost is that
batteries do not like cold
weather and when your
battery is dead, your day
is done unless you have
extras.

The second thing is to
give the camera a chance
to adjust to the cold prior
to commencing shooting.

Conversely, when you
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The first 2010 Field Trips
will begin in February. A
list of dates will be posted
and announced via e-
mail.

These Field Trips will be
geared to exposure and
composition. They will
deal with in camera me-
tering options, using grey
cards and the benefits of
the incident light meter.
Composition techniques
will challenge participants

bring the camera inside,

ensure that it is in a tightly

zipped camera bag. This
will prevent condensation
from forming on the cam-
era in the warmer tem-
peratures.

One of the first things
affecting my Canon is the
auto focus become tem-
per mental. Be prepared
to set the camera to man-
ual focus and ensure the
diopter has been set prior
to the outing.
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More and more | find my-
self converting my colour
images to black and
white. Not the original
images but virtual copies
of that image.

On a recent foggy day
outing there was not
much difference between
the colour and B&W im-
ages. Each has their own
special qualities and the

benefits of digital are that
you can have the best of
both worlds.

Shooting with the camera
set to process the images
to JPEG yields less op-
portunity to fine tune you
B&W images but is not
much different from
shooting B&W film with-
out special development
and printing techniques.

North Saskatchewan River begins to freeze up as winter
temperatures drop. Safe from the shore but seldom safe to
be on the river.

to capture not only ordi-
nary images, but extraor-
dinary images.

Depending on location,
outings will be limited to
from four to six partici-
pants.

As weather conditions
can be difficult, partici-
pants should ensure that
they are prepared for
spending extended peri-
ods of time in the cold.
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Abandoned residence-Lamont County




Robert Goerzen is an Edmonton, Alberta based
photographer and principal of RG Photography.

1001 9909-110 Street
Edmonton, AB
T5k 2E5

Phone: 780-903-6454
Email: robert@rgphotography.ca

While taking photographs provides much pleasure,
Robert is delighted to share his photo experience
with others. He does this by conducting workshops,
leading field trips and accepting speaking engage-
ments with organizations that encourages and pro-
motes photography.

Understanding basic photographic techniques is the
most important aspect of today’s digital photogra-
phy. The more things change, the more they stay
the same is totally relevant to today’s photography
and the key to photographic success.

Individuals that would be will-
ing to share their experiences
and be willing to sit for photo-
graphs in exchange for an
image of themselves or their
properties.

If you would like to discuss
options with me, please con-

These images were taken in La-
mont County, just north of Elk Island
National Park.

| continue looking for places
and people that reflect both
the past and present of life on
the prairies. | am also looking
for people who would be in-
terested in forming part of a
future photographic display.

tact me using the contact in-
formation provided in this
newsletter or on the website.

| will begin my 2009 capture
of “Life on the Prairies” in
April. Photo opportunities will
usually be every second
weekend.




