When does less become more?

One of the primary objectives
when selecting a new camera is
ergonomics. If the camera is not
comfortable in the hand or is too
heavy, there is little chance that
you will have the camera with
you when that once in a lifetime
photo opportunity appears.

This is where the new micro four
thirds cameras really shine.
These semi compact cameras
with half frame or larger sensors
are reminiscent of the higher
quality 35mm rangefinders.

My experience with this camera
is directly related to the Pana-
sonic GF-1, as that is my choice
for a second camera. | refer to
this camera as a baby Leica be-

There is a group of photogra-
phers who try to put together a
photo shoot at least once a

month; the Alberta Photo Rovers.

Information on the Alberta Photo
Rovers can be found at:
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Events and More Events

Spring into Sports
Back to Basic Black and White

Wide Angle

Rocky Mountain High Jasper Photo Tour

More Picture with Panorama

Life on the Prairies

cause of the solid feel and the
quality of the optics. | never
leave the house without a cam-
era and the GF-1 is the camera
that accompanies me eighty per-
cent of the time.

Late Breaking News:

While trying to capture a couple
of night shots of a full moon ris-
ing over Edmonton, the GF-1
may have met with an untimely
end.

With the shoot completed, | was
moving inside when | tripped and
the GF-1 flew from my hands. If |
had my hand through the at-
tached grip | might have held on
to it. As it was, the camera found
a bucket of water and was fully
immersed.

www.albertaphotorovers.shutterfl
y.com

There are no dues, no meetings,
no instruction, no specific atten-
dance requirements and no spe-
cific photographic obligations.
Just a simple outing to capture
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I find the GF-1 is the most user
friendly when operated in the aper-
ture priority mode. Difficult lighting
of the Victoria waterfront was easily
captured by the GF-1

A visit to the camera doctor will
determine its ultimate fate, but it
does not look good. Hopefully
not the demise of a good friend.

images of Alberta. Each outing
is to a new location and if possi-
ble timed to an event held in the
area.

No prerequisites, simply show up
and spend as much time as you
like.
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2010 Rocky Mountain High Jasper Photo
Tour. Join Mufty Mathewson and myself for
an exciting photo adventure to Jasper, Al-
berta. Here is your opportunity to spend
three days fully immersed in photography.
Daily photo themes will challenge your
skills and encourage you to explore new
technigues on common subjects.




Cariwest Festival, Edmonton

This image was captured by
GF-1 set to dynamic B&W
mode. All processing done in
camera.
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The arrival of spring on
the prairies is heralded by
a massive list of sporting
adventures that will take
even the keenest sports
photographers breath
away.

From rodeo to ringette,
from mountain climbing to
motocross, from swim-
ming to skydiving, there
are opportunities to sat-
isfy an sports photogra-
phers interest.

Here is an excellent op-
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Located in the county of
Smoky Lake, Vilna is one
of those places that is not
easy to pass by.

Vilna’s historic buildings
still stand and have been
dramatically restored to
reflect it's proud past.
When you enter the
1920’s pool hall and bar-
bershop, you are stepping
back in time. A provin-
cially registered historic
resource, it contains four
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With the advent of the
digital camera, the crea-
tion of black and white
images has dropped dra-
matically.

However, without the
distraction of colour, other
elements stand out in the
black and white photo-
graph. Here we see the
importance of tone, tex-
ture, highlight, shadow

portunity to evaluate the
response of you camera /
lens combinations. | will
say in advance that | am
bias towards shooting in
the manual or semi auto-
matic mode, but | encour-
age anyone to explore all
options available on their
camera.

The panning technique is
a technique that is fre-
quently used in sports
photography. Here the
photographer moves the
camera in relationship to
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and good composition.
The studious photogra-
pher is again taking on
the challenge of capturing
black and white photo-
graphs.

Many of today’s digital
cameras have the ability
to capture black and
white images and if yours
doesn’t, you can always
convert your colour image

the participant, that is the
camera is moving in the
same direction and at the
same speed as the par-
ticipant. This enables the
use of lower shutter
speeds to capture sharp
images while creating a
blurring effect of rapidly
moving components. The
background is also
blurred because of the
movement of the camera,
even at smaller apertures.

What's your favourite
sport?

antique billiard and
snooker tables as well as
related cues, racks and
advertisements. Oiled
wood floors and an an-
tique barber chair also
form part of the buildings
history.

Be sure to drop by the
Crock & Kettle for an
amazing lunch before
heading for home.

A must see...

to black and white during
post processing. Remem-
ber that the best options
for black and white re-
quire the initial capture be
RAW. However, if your
camera does not capture
RAW images don't let this
keep you from trying your
hand at capturing black
and white images.




For me, the two most
frequently used lenses
are my 17-40mm wide
zoom and 70-200mm
short telephoto zoom,
with the 17-40mm leading
this short list.

The most difficult part of
using a wide angle lens is
moving in close enough.
Standing back will lead to
images lacking punch,
merely a collection of
small objects in a large
frame.
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This years Jasper tour
promises to be better
than ever!

If you are looking for an
opportunity to totally im-
merse yourself in photog-
raphy, mark October 1, 2
and 3, 2010 on your cal-
endar.

This year it is a pleasure
to welcome Mufty
Mathewson as guest in-

structor. Mufty’s extensive

photographic experience

8 %

When it comes to shoot-
ing panoramas, you will
usually find me out with
the Panasonic GF-1. This
small, light weight, inter-
changeable lens camera
can be combined with a
lighter tripod to make
your quest for panoramas
more enjoyable.

Prior to you're your first
panorama adventure en-

Because wide angle
lenses expand the appar-
ent depth of an image,
near objects seem to be
pulled closer and back-
grounds pushed back.

Another advantage of a
wide angle lens is depth
of field. Selecting the right
aperture will give you
acceptable focus from a
couple of feet to infinity.
Selecting manual focus is
an option | frequently use
when shooting wide...give
itatry.
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sure that you are familiar
with the manual functions
of you camera. | also pre-
fer a handheld meter
(Kenko KFM-2100) to
ensure all exposures will
be accurate as even mod-
erate exposure changes
from frame to frame will
make it difficult to effec-
tively create the merge
required to create the
panorama.

Wide angle lenses provide inclusive views and great depth of
field views when stopped down. Shooting from an unusual
angle can add interest to your photographs. Panasonic GF-1.

will help ensure that par-
ticipants will participate in
an exciting program and
capture once in a lifetime
images.

While this is basically
designed to maximize
photo opportunities, each
day offers a brief photo
instruction. Daily themes
and rewards will encour-
age you to expand your
photographic comfort
zone.

A merge of five(5) images captured on the GF-1 in the dy-
namic black and white mode.

The light weight and easily handling of the GF-1 makes it
comfortable as a constant travelling companion.




Robert Goerzen is an Edmonton, Alberta based

1001 9909-110 Street i
Edmonton, AB photographer and principal of RG Photography.
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Phone: 780-903-6454
Email: robert@rgphotography.ca

While taking photographs provides much pleasure,
Robert is delighted to share his photo experience
with others. He does this by conducting workshops,
leading field trips and accepting speaking engage-
ments with organizations that encourages and pro-
motes photography.

Understanding basic photographic techniques is the
most important aspect of today’s digital photogra-
phy. The more things change, the more they stay
the same is totally relevant to today’s photography
and the key to photographic success.

Individuals that would be will-
ing to share their experiences
and be willing to sit for photo-
graphs in exchange for an
image of themselves or their
properties.

If you would like to discuss

options with me, please con-
These images were taken in Vilna, tact m_e using t_he C‘?”ta‘?t In-
Alberta. This area provides great formation provided in this
photo opportunities year round. newsletter or on the website.

| continue looking for places ~ Have any suggestions?
and people that reflect both

the past and present of life on

the prairies. | am also looking

for people who would be in-

terested in forming part of a

future photographic display.




