
Venture into black and white via 
Photoshop conversion or by se-
lecting the B&W mode in the 
camera.  

Good shooting... 

No matter what the weather, 
there is someone in Alberta that 
will complain. Too hot, too cold, 
too dry, etc. 

Unfortunately many photogra-
phers think this way to and miss 
many excellent photo opportuni-
ties. In my opinion, if you have a 
camera you should have it with 
you at all times. This usually 
means having multiple cameras, 
especially if one is an SLR with 
an assortment of lenses. 

There are a variety of compact 
cameras today that are capable 
of capturing spectacular images. 
Find the one that best suits your 
needs and price range, buy an 
extra battery and carry it in your 
pocket or small camera bag. 

Consider trying something new 
this year, after all Spring is the 
time of new growth. Escape the 
envelope of familiarity and travel 
down the road of new opportuni-
ties. 

Most compact cameras offer a 
video mode so why not try your 
hand at recreating family movies. 
Cameras like the Olympus point 
and shoots offer in camera stitch-
ing which makes capturing pano-
ramas as easy as one, two, 
three. While somewhat limited in 
settings, every compact camera 
provides a variety of SCN 
(scene) settings that enable you 
to capture truly exciting photos. 
Sometimes even better than 
manually configuring the camera 
yourself. 
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There is a group of photogra-
phers who try to put together a 
photo shoot at least once a 
month. 

Notice of outings will be listed in 
the main page of RG Photogra-
phy’s website under the Alberta 

Photo Rovers title. These are 
informal outings. Beginning from 
McBain Camera’s 107th Avenue 
store, they have a specific desti-
nation. 

There are no dues, no meetings, 
no instruction, no specific atten-

dance requirements and no spe-
cific photographic obligations. 
Just a simple outing to capture 
images  of Alberta. 

No prerequisites, simply show up 
and spend as much time as you 
like. 
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· 2010 Mastering Your Digital Camera work-
shops are well received and booking 
quickly. Additional workshops have been 
added.  

· Field Trips are added as opportunity per-
mits. Macro photography workshop on May 
15th is now booking. 
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Events and More Events ��

Favourite Spots ��

Word on the Street ��

Spring Photography ��

Field Trips ��

More Picture with Panorama ��

Life on the Prairies )�
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This glass tower against a deep 
blue Alberta sky provide excellent 
opportunity to try your hand at black 
and white. 



Edmonton is known for 
it’s many varied and excit-
ing events. It almost 
seems that when one 
event ends another is 
starting, an endless se-
ries of events and festi-
vals. 

With the variety of events 
come an limitless oppor-
tunity to capture some 
exciting images. This 
wide variety of events 
should provide you with a 
diverse portfolio. 

There are a number of 
websites that provide 
excellent calendars. Go 
through the list and note 
the ones that are person-
ally interesting or that you 
feel will provide you with 
photos for your portfolio. 
You will need a day timer 
or digital equivalent to 
keep track of them all.  

I have just gone through 
the 2010 event list and 
already have half my 
spring, summer and fall 
planned. I am sure that 

additional events will be 
added and probably some 
will be eliminated due to 
revised scheduling con-
flicts. None the less, I 
have many photo oppor-
tunities planned and 
hopefully will discover 
much more of Alberta. 

Preplanning of shooting 
opportunities is just as 
important and planning 
new equipment.  

Hope to see you at some 
of the events... 

While I would certainly 
enjoy using a Leica, 
(digital of course) I will 
have to settle for Pana-
sonic’s GF-1. This is a 
great little camera that 
provides a number of 
features desirable for 
street photography. While 
it is not the perfect cam-
era and requires time to 
use in the full manual 
mode, it is a decent 

While street photography 
is something I have al-
ways admired, it is the 
one field of photography 
where I have been least 
successful. 

“When the going gets 
tough, the tough get go-
ing,” will be my motto for 
an effort to acquire addi-
tional images for my port-
folio.  

shooter when used in the 
Aperture Preferred mode. 

Most shooting is done 
with the 20mm f1.4 lens, 
there are times when the 
14-45 (28-90 in 35mm 
format) comes in handy. 
This package is very light 
to carry and small enough 
to be unobtrusive. There 
are several other choices, 
pick one and have fun. 
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whenever time permits or 
there is a show of per-
sonal interest. 

Come prepared with a 
variety of lenses as this 
building is amazing and 
designed with the artist in 
mind. Lighting conditions 
can be challenging and 
there are opportunities for 
both B&W and colour 
images. 

This is a must see. 

Edmonton is home to the 
new Art Gallery of Alberta 
and what a magnificent 
building, a crown jewel in 
the heart of the city. 

From a photographers 
point of view, I am sure 
there are many hours and 
thousands of photo op-
portunities, both inside 
and outside. 

My first visit was rather 
rushed and only wetted 
my appetite, I will back 
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Ticket in hand. Street images 
seem to be more natural in 
black and white. 

Cariwest Festival, Edmonton 



Before the spring shoot-
ing season is upon us, it 
is a good idea to give our 
equipment a quick once 
over. It is also time to 
plan for additional lenses, 
filters and accessories. 

A general cleaning of the 
camera is suggested and 
if you are continually get-
ting spotting on your im-
ages a sensor cleaning 
may be in order.  

If you have not added a 
wide angle lens to your 

arsenal of lenses, it is 
something you should 
think about.  

While I am not a big fan 
of filters, I do carry a vari-
ety of neutral density fil-
ters and a polarizer filter 
for all lenses. On the 
other hand, I am a fan of 
external light meters and 
find that the requirement 
for incident and spot me-
ter readings is just as 
important today as when I 
started photography. 

ity to create panorama 
images right in the cam-
era. Most versions of 
Photoshop and many 
other photo editing soft-
ware packages also do 
the job quite nicely. 

This is a time consuming 
endeavour where pre-
planning, manual focus-
ing and careful exposure 
are all important. 

More…. 

As photographers we are 
continually looking for 
more detail and new 
views in our photography. 

Enter Panorama. 

The ability to joint several 
highly detailed digital im-
ages together has never 
been easier. In fact, some 
cameras provide the abil-
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the bug bites there is 
rapid advancement to 
macro lenses, external 
flash, tripods and more. 

RG Photography Field 
Trips provide an opportu-
nity to explore opportuni-
ties like macro photogra-
phy. They are designed to 
provide you with the basic 
information and opportu-
nity to capture some ex-
citing images. 

I often describe macro 
photography as “the crack 
cocaine of photography.” 

Macro photography is one 
area where even basic 
success stimulates the 
imagination and the de-
sire to acquire more and 
better equipment. 

Most people begin with 
close-up photography by 
using close focus telepho-
tos or adding diopters or 
extension tubes. But one 
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Wide angle lenses provide inclusive views and great depth of 
field views when stopped down. Adding a polarizer filter will 
increase the contrast between sky and clouds.  

Art Gallery of Alberta, Edmonton. Three images combined. 



Robert Goerzen is an Edmonton, Alberta based 
photographer and principal of RG Photography. 
 
While taking photographs provides much pleasure, 
Robert is delighted to share his photo experience 
with others. He does this by conducting workshops, 
leading field trips and accepting speaking engage-
ments with organizations that encourages and pro-
motes photography. 
 
Understanding basic photographic techniques is the 
most important aspect of today’s digital photogra-
phy. The more things change, the more they stay 
the same is totally relevant to today’s photography 
and the key to photographic success. 
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1001 9909-110 Street 
Edmonton, AB 
T5k 2E5 

Phone: 780-903-6454 
Email: robert@rgphotography.ca 

Individuals that would be will-
ing to share their experiences 
and be willing to sit for photo-
graphs in exchange for an 
image of themselves or their 
properties. 

If you would like to discuss 
options with me, please con-
tact me using the contact in-
formation provided in this 
newsletter or on the website. 

Have any suggestions? I continue  looking for places 
and people that reflect both 
the past and present of life on 
the prairies. I am also looking 
for people who would be in-
terested in forming part of a 
future photographic display. 

These images were taken at Meet-
ing Creek. This area provides great 
photo opportunities year round. 
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